
 

 
Dear Parent or Guardian: 

 
We are pleased that your son or daughter is applying as a volunteer for California’s  Youth Decoy Program, 

supported by the Boys & Girls Clubs of Fresno County. 

 
Tobacco sales to youth and young adults are a major contribution to underage tobacco use and nicotine 

addiction. According to the U.S. Surgeon General, one of the most effective ways to reduce tobacco addiction 

is to stop the illegal sale of tobacco products to underage persons. This program’s purpose is to reduce illegal 

sales of tobacco to persons under the age of 21. 

 
In order for us to be successful, youth  participation is critical. In order to participate, decoys must apply through 

the Boys & Girls Clubs of Fresno County (B&GCFC). The B&GCFC recruits 14 to 17 year old’s to participate 

in underage tobacco purchase operations.   Once the deco y’ s  application is approved, it is sent to two (2) 

organizations: 

 
1.    Food and Drug Branch (FDB) of the California Department of Public Health – 

Tobacco Enforcement Operations 

2.    The Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey Project at Sacramento State University 

 
Enforcement Operations Participation: 

The FDB specifically enforces the illegal sales of tobacco to any persons under 21. By law, FDB is allowed to 

use decoys in order to verify if stores are selling to people under the age of 21. Participants selected to work 

with FDB investigators will attempt to purchase tobacco products at tobacco retail outlets under FDB 

supervision. Valid identification (California ID or Driver’s License) of the decoy will be shown only if 

requested by retailers.  Decoys will be trained and instructed to avoid confrontation.  If a sale is made to a 

decoy, FDB has the authority to fine the storeowner.  The FDB investigator will notify the storeowner of the 

illegal sale a few days after the decoy’s purchase, the decoy is never onsite. The decoy must be available to 

provide a narrative report, declaration and/or give oral testimony in a hearing, if requested, as is described in 

the consent forms. 

 
Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey Participation: 

Sacramento State does not enforce illegal sales, but rather conducts surveys to determine if a store sells or does 

not sell tobacco to youth. The purpose of the annual survey is data collection, not enforcement and Sacramento 

State does not fine stores if a tobacco purchase is made. An adult Sacramento State researcher, will supervise 

youth who participate in the youth tobacco purchase survey. 

 

 
(Please see FAQs for further detail.) 

 

 
 

Incentives for Applying: 

We reimburse for the California ID or Driver’s License, up to a $29 value.  For working with an enforcement 

operation decoys are rewarded $5 for every store they visit regardless of whether there is a sale.  A letter of 

recommendation will be sent to your son or daughter when they reach 17 years of age or sooner if requested.  

Other incentives are offered throughout the program, such as gift certificates and movie passes. 

 
If you have any questions, please call our toll-free number 1-855-DECOYCA, or e-mail our support team at 

support@decoyca.org or visit us at  www.decoyca.org 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 
 

Jim Blagg, Project Director 
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Future Youth Participant: 

 
Thank you for your interest in California’s Youth Decoy Program.  We are excited that you want to join our team of undercover 

decoys.  Participating in our program gives you excellent work experience and the opportunity to give back to your community. 

Volunteering for us means that you want to help stop the illegal sale of tobacco to persons under the age of 21. 

 
The Tobacco Decoy Program encompasses several types of youth purchases: 1) Enforcement Operations conducted by the California 

Department of Public Health, Food and Drug Branch (FDB), and 2) the Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey conducted by Sacramento 

State University.  For both of these activities, you will attempt to buy tobacco products under the supervision of an adult staff 

member. Your safety is our highest concern, which is why you will be supervised and protected by adult staff at all times. (Please 

see Letter to Parent/Guardian and FAQs for more details about your participation.) 

 
Incentives for Applying: 

   Receive a gift card for signing up! 

   Reimbursement for California Identification Card or Driver’s License up to $29! 

   Letter of Recommendation from the Boys & Girls Clubs of Fresno County 

   Receive $5 per store when you work, and more! 

 
Steps to Apply: 

1.    Complete forms within this packet, return forms to: 
 

Tobacco Decoy Program 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Fresno County 

540 N. Augusta 

Fresno, CA 93701 

 
Forms include: 

   Tobacco Decoy Application for Participation 

   Consent Form for Purchasing Tobacco Products for the Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey 

   Consent Form for Purchasing Tobacco Products for Tobacco Enforcement Operations 

   Refer-A-Friend Form 

   Gift Card Receipt Form 

 
2.    Obtain a valid California ID or Driver’s License (if eligible). 

a.    If you have ID: simply attach a copy of the ID to the application and we will reimburse you for the $29 value of the ID. 

b.    Submit a copy of your Birth Certificate 

c. If you do not have ID:  Visit your local Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to obtain one. When you visit the DMV, 

they ask to see your ORIGINAL birth certificate from California in order to apply. If you were born outside of California, 

please verify with us if you are eligible to get an ID.  There is a $29 fee at the DMV, but we will reimburse you if you 

provide proof of ID (receipt or copy of ID). A list of DMV offices is enclosed. 

d.    When you obtain your California ID or Driver’s License, send with the ORIGINAL completed forms to: 

 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Fresno County 

Youth Decoy Program 

540 N. Augusta St. 

Fresno, CA 93701 

 
Once we receive your application and proof of ID, we will call you for a brief phone interview.  After the phone interview, your 

application is COMPLETE!  We do not know when you will work, but you are only expected to work once or twice a year and 

this could be at any time of the year. Investigators will call you for scheduling, usually 2 weeks in advance. They will try to work 

around your schedule.  If you have any questions, please call 559-840-8866 or our toll-free number 1-855-DECOYCA, or email 

our support team at support@decoyca.org. Again, thank you for your interest and we look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Jim Blagg, Project Director

mailto:support@decoyca.org


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

 
 
      How do I apply for the Tobacco Decoy program? 

 
You need to fill out the application packet and obtain a California ID (or California license or military ID). If you need a California 

ID, visit any Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to apply for one. When you go to the DMV, you will need your ORIGINAL 

birth certificate and $29.00. Ask for a California ID application. When you send us the receipt from the DMV, we will reimburse 

your family the $29.00.  Send completed applications and DMV receipts to the Youth Decoy Program, Boys& Girls Clubs 

of Fresno County, 540 N. Augusta, Fresno, CA 93701. (Applications must be sent via mail because we need original signatures 

from you and your guardians) 

 
      What are the rewards for being an undercover decoy agent? 

 
For signing up, you will receive up to two gift cards. When you work, you will receive $5 per store visited whether you are sold 

tobacco or not.  You will also be provided with food coupons.  At the age of 17, or sooner if requested, all youth volunteers 

receive a letter of recommendation from the Boys & Girls Clubs of Fresno County for volunteering in the program. 

 
      How often will I work? 

 
You may or may not be called upon to participate any particular year.  Food and Drug Branch (FDB) investigators conduct 

enforcement operations in each county, but they do not visit each county every year.  Sacramento State researchers collect survey 

data from February through May of every year, but your area may not be randomly selected for data collection any particular year. 

If you are called to volunteer, you may participate once or several times.  On average, you'll visit 15-20 stores in one day, but there 

are youth who participate with fewer stores depending on location. 

 
      Do I have to dress up a certain way when I work? 

 
No!  Be yourself.  We ask that you be honest about your age and demeanor.  We are not trying to trick anyone. We expect that 

stores check your ID as required by law and refuse to sell to you, but that is not always the case. 

 
      How do I know when I’m working? Who picks me up? 

 
There are two agencies who may call you to set up an appointment for work. The FDB and Sacramento State schedule all decoy 

volunteers over the phone. They usually call a couple of weeks in advance to schedule your session. FDB compliance checks are 

carried out year-round while the Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey data collection occurs only in the Spring of each year. FDB 

investigators and Sacramento State researchers pick you up and drop you off from school or home, and accompany you to all stores. 

 
      Where will you take me when I work? 

 
Any store in the state that sells tobacco products is eligible for a compliance check, such as liquor stores, grocery stores, smoke 

shops, etc. To complete these compliance checks, you will most likely work outside your own neighborhood, for example, in other 

cities and neighboring counties. 

 
      What happens if a store sells me cigarettes?  Do they get fined? 

 
If a store sells tobacco to you, all you do is return to your supervisor who will be in the car outside.  You hand them the receipt, 

change, and merchandise.  Fines are issued days after you were at the store and no one will know that you participated in the 

compliance check.  The protection of your identity is crucial for the success of this program.  Fines vary per offense, from $600 

for the first offense and up to $6,000 for multiple illegal sales violations.  No fines are issued as a result of your participation in 

the Sacramento State Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey. 

 
      Can I get in trouble if a store tries to go to court over the fine? 

 
No, youth participating in these programs have full immunity from prosecution. In the 17-year history of the program, no decoy 

has had to go to court to provide testimony.  Although a decoy has not had to participate in a trial or courtroom, we cannot promise 

that the decoy will not be called to testify in a case.  By participating in the compliance checks, the decoy will need to be available 

for 5 years to either testify, provide a declaration and/or write a narrative report if requested to do so.  We collect evidence during 

compliance checks, including receipts of sale.  Some volunteers are videotaped during compliance checks as evidence. 

 
      Is the program dangerous? 

 
There is slight risk with any compliance check however the FDB has successfully completed over 56,000 compliance checks with 

no incidents or injury with the Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey also reporting no incidents since it began over 17 years ago.



      I live in a small community.  What if someone recognizes me? 

 
The program is highly motivated to protect your identity.  We will not take you into your immediate community, unless 

you are comfortable with that.  We may even take you into a bordering county, protecting your identity. 

 
      Does the FDB contact the health departments before or after a compliance check is performed in that county? 

 
No.  They usually do not contact the health departments before the compliance checks.  However, the outcomes of the 

compliance checks may be requested by the health department. 
 

 
       I did this once for the Health Department.  How is this program different? 

 
The compliance checks you may have participated in with your local health department are completely different than the 

“undercover” compliance checks for this program.   The compliance checks associated with this program are federally 

mandated due to an act passed in 1992 called the Synar Amendment.  The Synar Amendment calls for states to pass and 

enforce laws that prohibit the sale of tobacco products to minors.  The Synar Amendment also requires states to determine 

their rate of illegal sales of tobacco to persons under age 18 on an annual basis.  This federal law led to the passing of 

California’s Stop Tobacco Access To Kids Enforcement Act (S.T.A.K.E. Act) in 1994.  Under a separate contract with the 

FDB, we also recruit youth to be “undercover” decoys for illegal sales compliance checks required by another federal law 

called the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act.  This law is enforced by the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration. 

 
      What if I sign up and I never get called for work?  Why should I join? 

 
Even if you don’t get the opportunity to work, you will still receive many complementary incentives up to $50.00. We will 

pay for your California ID (a $29.00 value) if you complete the application process.  You will also receive a letter of 

recommendation from the Boys & Girls Clubs of Fresno County. 

 
      Where do you find youth volunteers? 

 
We recruit through our website, ads in high school newspapers, videos, health fairs, youth coalitions, school presentations, 

recommended friends, youth after-school programs and many non-profit youth organizations. 

 
      Can I call you if I have any questions or to get more information? 

 
Yes.  Call us toll-free 1-855-DECOYCA.  We will do whatever it takes to assist you in your application process.  We will 

also be calling you if you send in your application or interest form.  Make sure that the address and telephone number you 

give us is where you can be easily reached. 

 
      Do you have a website? 

 
Yes.  WWW.DECOYCA.ORG

http://www.decoyca.org/


FACT SHEET 
 

 

This fact sheet describes youth involvement in enforcement and survey 

programs to prevent illegal tobacco sales to persons under 21 years of age. 

 
  The Stop Tobacco Access to Kids Enforcement (STAKE) Act is a California law that prohibits tobacco 

sales to persons under the age of 21and requires that retailers check identification (ID) of persons trying 

to buy tobacco who appear under 21 years of age. The California Department of Public Health (CDPH), 

Food and Drug Branch (FDB) inspectors accompany decoys into stores while decoys attempt to buy 

tobacco in an “undercover” operation. Stores that sell to decoys are cited and fined by FDB. 

 
  The Family Smoking and Tobacco Control Act is a federal law which regulates tobacco products. CDPH- 

FDB enforces these laws in California on behalf of the FDA. By participating in the FDA compliance 

checks program, the youths will need to be available for 5 years to either testify, provide a declaration 

and/or write a narrative report if requested to do so. 
 

 
 

  The annual statewide Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey (YTPS) is a scientific data collection effort funded 

by the CDPH Tobacco Control Program (TCP). In this survey, YTPS Contractor staff train and supervise 

youth to conduct “undercover” tobacco purchase attempts.   The survey results represent California’s 

official illegal sales rate of tobacco for that particular year. 

 
  The CDPH Tobacco Control Program and the Food and Drug Branch have contracts with the Boys & Girls 

Clubs of Fresno County to recruit 14- to 17-year-old teens to participate as “undercover decoys” in the 

three retail data collection activities listed above. 
 

 
 

  Decoys will be trained on buying procedures and avoidance of confrontations the day they work, not 

during the application process. 

 
  Persons under the age of 21 participating in these programs have full immunity from prosecution.  If 

tobacco products are sold to decoys during enforcement operations, the accompanying investigator will 

notify the storeowner several days after the decoy has left the premises, never in the presence of the decoy. 

 
  Participating decoys are required to carry a valid California Driver’s License or a California ID unless they 

are participating in FDA compliance checks. Decoys participating in FDA compliance are not required to 

have an ID. 

 
  Either FDB investigators or the Youth Tobacco  Purchase  Survey  research  assistants  will  provide 

transportation and meals for the youth on the day they work.  All drivers are fully insured. 

 
     According to the CDPH, the percentage of retailers selling to youth in 2015 was 7.6%.  In comparison to 

1995, the first year of enforcement activities, the percentage was 37%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Fresno County 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIPAA RELEASE FORM AUTHORIZING 

SHARING OF INFORMATION 
 

 
 
 

I,                                                                                                        ,    parent/guardian 
 

of                                                                                give permission for the Boys & 
 

Girls Clubs of Fresno County to discuss and/or receive information concerning youth 

decoy recruitment and/or participation.  This release is required to obtain information 

according to the privacy rule detailed in HIPAA (The Health Insurance Portability and 

Accountability Act of 1996). 

 
 

Youth’s Name (printed):     

Youth’s Date of Birth: _    

Parents/Guardian’s Name (printed): ________________________________________________ 

Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature: 

Date: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

540 N. Augusta 

Fresno, CA 93701 

www.DECOYCA.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.decoyca.org/


RECOMMEND A FRIEND 
 

If you have a friend who is 14 through 17 years old, and who you think might be 
interested in the program, please let us know.  We will contact any person(s) who you 
recommend and let them know that you recommended them. 

 
If your referral finalizes the enrollment process, you will be awarded a $10 food coupon. 

 
I recommend (please print): 

 
Name:                                                                               City:    

 
Age:                        Phone number (include area code): (             )   

 
 
 
 

Name:                                                                               City:    
 

Age:                        Phone number (include area code): (             )   

 

 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE A YOUNGER SIBLING?   

 

If you have a teenage younger sibling, recommend them to our program.  Perhaps they 
can continue the family legacy and be the next decoy in the family, after you, of course!   

 

As your sibling(s) reaches the age of 14 they can begin their enrollment process and be 
ready to work by the time they turn 15. 

 

 

Name of sibling: _____________________________________ Current age: ________ 

 

 

Name of sibling: _____________________________________  Current age:________                                                                                                                                                     



Youth Decoy Application for Participation 
(Please clearly PRINT all responses and complete both sides of this page.)              

 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________                Female         Male 

 

Date of Birth: (         /          /         )   Current Age: ____________________         Height: _____________________________ 

Home Phone: (        )_______________________________  Cell Phone:  (        ) ____________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________ City: ______________________ Zip: ____________    

 

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you have a computer?         Yes     No         Does your computer have internet access?         Yes     No 

 

Ethnicity:  Hispanic / Latino     White (Non - Hispanic)    African American    Asian / Pacific Islander      

    Native American     Other, specify: ______________ 

      

Emergency contact information: 
 

Name of Parent/Guardian:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent Work:  (         )____________________________   Parent Cell:  (         )_______________________________________ 

1st Alternate Contact:_________________________________  Relationship:_______________  Phone: __________________ 

2nd Alternate Contact:________________________________  Relationship:_______________  Phone: __________________ 

 

Name of School: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

School Address:  ________________________________________________ Cross Street: _____________________________ 

 

What time do you get out of school?  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What time are you done with after-school activities? ____________________________________________________________ 

 

School- System:      2-semester calendar (summers off)           Track System          Home Schooled 

 

If attending a track system school, which months are you off track? ________________________________________________ 

 

1. Do you have a valid California (CA) ID Card or Driver’s License?  Yes  (answer A)  No (read B) 

 

A. If Yes:  What is your ID number (located at top of ID)? 

 

 California ID: _________________________   OR    Driver’s License: ____________________________   

 

 Please attach a copy of your BIRTH CERTIFICATE and California ID with this application 

 

 B.  If No: You can send this application without ID, but your application will be pending until we receive proof of 

your ID.  To obtain a CA ID or Driver’s License, you must take your ORIGINAL Birth Certificate to your 

local Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV).  Once you visit your local DMV, you can send in your DMV 

receipt or a copy of your ID as proof of ID.  A list of DMV locations is attached to this application.  Call us at 

559-440-6785 if you have questions about getting your ID.  

 

2. Do you use tobacco products?    Yes  No 

   

3. Have you participated in anti-tobacco programs?  Yes  No 

 
 
 



4. Have you ever been suspended from School?  Yes  No 

 If your answer to question #4 is yes, please explain your suspension and include dates. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Have you ever been arrested?    Yes  No 

 If your answer to question #5 is yes, please explain your arrest and include dates. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Have you ever been convicted of any crime?   Yes  No 

 If your answer to question #6 is yes, please explain your conviction and include dates. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Do you have any tattoos?       Yes  No 

 If so, explain where they are located and how many: 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Do you have facial hair?  (Male Only)   Yes  No 

 *NOTE:  If selected for compliance checks, you will be required to be clean shaven. 

 

9. What languages other than English do you speak? 

________________________________________________________ 

 

10. List your previous employment and/or community and school activities (include part-time work, volunteer work, 

clubs, sports, etc.) 

 

 Position held: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

      

Company/school/organization: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Dates of involvement or employment: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 Position held: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

      

Company/school/organization: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Dates of involvement or employment: _________________________________________________________ 

 

11. What times and days are best to reach you? ____________________________________________________________ 

 

12. How did you hear about us? ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

         I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge the above information is true. 

 

(DO NOT SIGN IN BLACK INK) 
 

 

         ____________________________________________  __________________ 

  Signature of Decoy     Date 



California State University, Sacramento 
Institute for Social Research 
6000 J Street • Sacramento, CA 95819-6101 
T (916) 278-5737 • F (916) 278-5150 • 

www.csus.edu/isr 

 

 
 

Parental Consent Form for Purchasing Tobacco Products for the 
Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey Program 

 

 
Your signature on this form indicates your consent for your child to participate in activities conducted for 

the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) by Sacramento State University under the Youth 

Tobacco Purchase Survey Program.  To participate in the program, your child will be required to attempt to 

purchase tobacco products at retail businesses under the supervision of adult research assistants to determine 

if sales of tobacco products are being made to youth under 18 years old. 

 
The state of California is required by federal and state law to conduct this survey each year under the Stop 
Tobacco Access to Kids Enforcement (STAKE) Act (California Business and Professions Code, Section 
22950-22963).   This research will help develop and improve interventions to reduce the illegal sale of 
tobacco products to minors. 

 
Approximately 300 15- and 16-year olds (“youth decoys”) are recruited statewide and approximately 750 

randomly selected stores are surveyed each year. Your child is being offered the opportunity to participate 

as a youth decoy and may survey between 1 to 20 stores between the months of January and June each year 

of his/her age eligibility. Your child will no longer be eligible to participate once he/she turns 17 years old. 

 
An adult research assistant from Sacramento State will train your child in what to do in the store and how to 

respond to different situations before accompanying him/her to the assigned stores. At the store, your child 

will attempt to purchase a tobacco product.  He/she will be supervised and accompanied at all times by the 

adult research assistant.  At the conclusion of his/her participation in this project, he/she will be requested 

to complete a voluntary survey asking about his/her experience participating in this research study. 

 
Any potential risks to your child are small, as the adult research assistant will avoid any situations with the 

slightest safety concern.  For example, there is a risk that the clerk may become scared or angry if he/she 

suspects your child is part of an inspection.  Your child will be thoroughly trained on how to respond to 

such situations, supported throughout his/her participation, and made aware that he/she can stop participating 

at any time.   All research staff working with your child will have undergone a background check through 

the Department of Justice and Federal Bureau of Investigation.  Under state law, your child is given full 

immunity and cannot be prosecuted for purchasing cigarettes as part of this survey. 

 
Your child will remain anonymous to all tobacco retail clerks and won’t be required to show identification 

during the purchase attempt.   Any data that is collected by your child will remain confidential and any 

publications by CDPH or Sacramento State will not reveal his or her name without your permission. 

 
You further understand that by signing this Consent, the data acquired from your child’s participation may 

be disclosed to other researchers in the future for research or analysis not detailed within this consent form 
and that may be outside the scope of the Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey Program’s annual retailer 
assessment-related research. However, if such further research or analysis is conducted using this data, the 
data will be de-identified and none of the data will be disclosed in a manner that would identify your child 
or link the data disclosed with your child’s participation in this Program or in any future research.  Your 
permission will be requested if your child is asked to participate in any CDPH or Sacramento State media 
events related to the Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey.

http://www.csus.edu/isr
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Your child may benefit from participation in several ways: 1) they will learn about the harmful effects of consuming 

tobacco products, 2) they will learn about the scientific research process, 3) they may enjoy the actual data collection 

process in which they are key players, and 4) they may have the satisfaction of contributing to efforts to reduce the 

use of tobacco products by their peers. 

 
Your child will be rewarded $5 for every store they visit regardless of whether there is a sale, and will receive a 
check from Sacramento State approximately two weeks following participation. 

 
Questions about the research should be directed to Cristina Larsen, Project Manager, Sacramento State, (800) 

311–4903 or cristina.larsen@csus.edu.  Questions about your child's rights as a research participant should be 

directed to Administrator, Committee for the Protection of Human Subjects, California Health and Human Services 

Agency, (916) 326-3660 or cphs-mail@oshpd.ca.gov. 
 
Participation in the tobacco purchase activity is voluntary.  Your child has the right to stop at any time. 

 
I hereby give my consent to my child                                                    , to participate in the Youth Tobacco Purchase 

Survey which will require my child to attempt to purchase tobacco products from retail businesses. I have received a 

copy of the Research Participant’s Bill of Rights.  As the parent/guardian of the above- named child, I certify my 

child’s birth date to be        _/         /         ( month/day/year). 
 
 

 

   _______________________________________________                ________________ 

      Signature of a Parent or Guardian of the Youth                               Date 
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Minor Assent Form for Purchasing Tobacco Products for the 
Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey Program 

 

 
You have been offered the opportunity to participate in activities conducted for the California Department 

of Public Health (CDPH) by Sacramento State University under the Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey 

Program.  To participate in the program, you will be required to attempt to purchase tobacco products at 

retail businesses under the supervision of adult research assistants to determine if sales of tobacco products 

are being made to youth under 18 years old. 

 
The state of California is required by federal and state law to conduct this survey each year under the 
Stop Tobacco Access to Kids Enforcement (STAKE) Act (California Business and Professions Code, 
Section 22950-22963).  This research will help develop and improve interventions to reduce the illegal 
sale of tobacco products to minors. 

 
Approximately 300 15- and 16-year olds (“youth decoys”) are recruited statewide and approximately 
750 randomly selected stores are surveyed each year. You are being offered the opportunity to participate 
as a youth decoy and may survey between 1 to 20 stores between the months of January and June each 
year of your age eligibility.  You will no longer be eligible to participate once you turn 17 years old. 

 
An adult research assistant from Sacramento State will train you in what to do in the store and how to 

respond to different situations before accompanying you to the selected stores.  At the store, you will 

attempt to purchase a tobacco product.  You will be supervised and accompanied at all times by the adult 

research assistant.  At the conclusion of your participation in this project, you will be requested to 

complete a voluntary survey asking about your experience participating in this research study. 

 
Any potential risks are small, as the adult research assistant will avoid any situations with the slightest 

safety concern. For example, there is a risk that the clerk may become scared or angry if he/she suspects 

the youth is part of an inspection.  You will be thoroughly trained on how to respond to such situations, 

supported throughout your participation, and made aware that you can stop participating at any time. All 

research staff working with you will have undergone a background check through the Department of 

Justice and Federal Bureau of Investigation.  Under state law, you are given full immunity and cannot 

be prosecuted for purchasing cigarettes as part of this survey. 

 
You will remain anonymous to all tobacco retail clerks and won’t be required to show identification 

during the purchase attempt.  Any data that you collect will remain confidential and any publications by 
CDPH or Sacramento State will not reveal your name without your permission. 

 
You further understand that by signing this Assent, the data acquired from your participation may be 

disclosed to other researchers in the future for research or analysis not detailed within this consent form 

and that may be outside the scope of the Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey Program’s annual retailer 

assessment-related research.  However, if such further research or analysis is conducted using this data, 

the data will be de-identified and none of the data will be disclosed in a manner that would identify you 

or  link  the  data  disclosed  with  your  participation  in  this  Program  or  in  any  future  research.

http://www.csus.edu/isr


 

Your permission, and that of your parent, will be requested if you are asked to participate in any CDPH 
or Sacramento State media events related to the Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey. You may benefit from 
participation in several ways: 1) you will learn about the harmful effects of consuming tobacco products, 
2) you will learn about the scientific research process, 3) you may enjoy the actual data collection process 
in which you are a key player, and 4) you may have the satisfaction of contributing to efforts to reduce 
the use of tobacco products by your peers. You will be rewarded $5 for every store you visit regardless 
of whether there is a sale, and will receive a check from the Sacramento State approximately two weeks 
following participation. 

 
Questions about the research should be directed to Cristina Larsen, Project Manager, Sacramento State, 

(800) 311–4903 or cristina.larsen@csus.edu.  Questions about your rights as a research participant should 

be directed to Administrator, Committee for the Protection of Human Subjects, California Health and 

Human Services Agency, (916) 326-3660 or cphs-mail@oshpd.ca.gov. 

 
I have read and understand the above and I agree to participate in Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey 
statewide survey activities.  I understand that I will be required to attempt to purchase tobacco products, 
and that I will be under the supervision of an adult research assistant at all times. 

 
I understand that my participation in Youth Tobacco Purchase Survey statewide survey activities is 
confidential, and that my name will never be used without my or my parent’s permission. I have received 
the Research Participant’s Bill of Rights. 

 
I understand that my participation is completely voluntary, and that I have the right to quit at any time. 

 

 
 
 

Signature of Youth Decoy Participant (Minor)                            Date 
 
 
 
 
 

Participant’s Bill of Rights for Non-Medical Research 
 

 

 You have been asked to participate in a research study. Any participant in a research study 

has the right to: 

    Be told the nature and purpose of the study. 

 Be given an explanation of what will happen during the study and of how the research 

participant is expected to participate. 

    Be given an explanation of any risks or discomforts that may be experienced as a result of 

participating in the study. 

    Be given an explanation of any benefits that may be expected from participation in the study. 

 Be told of other appropriate choices that may be better or worse than being in the study, and 

be told of the risks and benefits of those other choices. 

    Have the opportunity to ask questions about the study or about your participation in it, both 

before agreeing to participate in the study and during the course of the study. 

 Be told that you may withdraw your consent and participation in the study at any time, and 

that your withdrawal will not affect your services. 

    Be told that you may refuse to answer any question. 

    Copies of the signed and dated consent form can be mailed to you upon request. 

    Be free of pressure when considering whether to consent to, and participate in, the study. 

    Be informed, upon request, about the results of the study

mailto:larsen@csus.edu
mailto:cphs-mail@oshpd.ca.gov


 

Consent to Participate in Surveillance Activities and Hold Harmless Provision: 
 
I  ( parent/guardian)   hereby   give   my   consent   for   my   son/daughter/legal   custodial   minor   (minor) 

 

                                               to participate in youth tobacco purchase surveillance operations that will require 

minor to purchase tobacco products from retail businesses with the California Department of Public Health – Food 

and Drug Branch. I understand that a peace officer with CDPH-FDB will collect the tobacco product from my 

child as soon as the child leaves the retail site and it is safe to do so. As the parent/guardian of the decoy, I certify 

his/her birth date is                                . I understand that participation in the youth tobacco purchase 

surveillance program includes a slight risk of personal injury. I also understand the minor must be available for 

up to five years from the date of the last inspection to provide a narrative report, declaration, and/or give oral 

testimony in a hearing. I give permission for the minor to be transported by CDPH-FDB staff or their designees 

during surveillance operations. By signing this form I agree to hold harmless the California Department of Public 

Health, its officers, agents and employees and any participating schools, agencies, organizations, or volunteers, 

from any liability if minor should become injured while participating intobacco purchase 

surveillanceoperations, and certify that I have legal authority to provide such agreement. 

 
 
 
 

 

Printed Name of Parent/ Guardian                     Signature of Parent/ Guardian                          Date 
 
 
 
 

Decoy Consent:  
 
Please read the above consent that your parent or guardian has signed, then read and sign the statement below. 

 
I have read and understand the above consent that my parents or guardian has signed and I agree to participate in 

tobacco purchase surveillance operations with the California Department of Public Health-Food and Drug Branch. 

I understand that I will be required to purchase tobacco products, and that I will be under the supervision of an 

adult. 

 
I understand that my participation in tobacco purchase surveillance operations is confidential. I understand that 

in the event of a possible enforcement or judicial action, my identity may be revealed.  I understand that I must 

be available for up to five years from the date of my last inspection to provide a narrative report, declaration, 

and/or give oral testimony in a hearing. 

 
I understand that my participation is completely voluntary, and that I have the right to stop at any time. 

 
 
 
 

Printed Name of Decoy                                        Signature of Decoy                               Date



 

Consent for Medical Treatment: 
 

 
I,                                                                             , hereby give my consent to have the above-named decoy 

 

treated by a physician, surgeon, or EMT in case of sudden illness or injury while participating in the above-stated 

activities. If a personal physician is listed below, every effort will be made to contact the physician, however, the 

location of the activities and nature of the illness or injury will determine the use of the emergency medical 

personnel. 
 
 

Emergency Contact:   Phone:   

 

Decoy’s Physician:  Physician’s Phone:  

 

 
 
 
 

Printed Name of Parent/Guardian                   Signature of Parent/Guardian                          Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consent to Take and Use Photographs: 
 
I,                                                                                  , do hereby grant permission to the California Department of 

Public Health – Food and Drug Branch to take and use photographs,  audio and/or video recordings of the above- 

named decoyfor the purpose of explaining the services/functions of the Department or taken during participation in 

activities referenced on this form. I understand that by signing this release, all photographs, audio and/or video 

recordings become the property of the Department for use at their discretion and without further permission. 
 
 
 
 

 

Printed Name of Parent/Guardian                    Signature of Parent/Guardian                          Date



 

 

Alturas 

903 W.C. Street 

Clovis 

2103 Shaw Ave 

El Centro 

233 N. Imperial Avenue 

Gilroy 

6984 Chestnut St. 

Jackson 

201 Clinton Rd. 

Modesto 

124 Burney St. 

Alturas, Ca 96101 Clovis, Ca 93611 El Centro, Ca 92243 Gilroy, Ca 95020 Jackson, Ca 95642 Modesto, Ca 95354 

 

Arleta 
 

Coalinga 
 

El Cajon 
 

Glendale 
 

King City 
 

Mt. Shasta 

14400 Van Nuys Blvd. 406 E. Elm Ave 1450 Graves Ave. 1335 W. Glenoaks Blvd 101 E. San Antonio 154 Morgan Way 

Arleta, Ca. 91331 Coalinga, Ca 93210 El Cajon, CA. 92021 Glendale, CA. 91201 King City, Ca 93930 Mt. Shasta, Ca 96067 

 

Auburn 
 

Colusa 
 

El Cerrito 
 

Goleta 
 

Lompoc 
 

Montebello 

11722 Enterprise Dr. 305 Fremont St. 6400 Manila Ave. 7127 Hollister Ave., Suite 24/26 138 N. B St. 424 N. Wilcox Avenue 

Auburn, Ca 95603 Colusa, Ca 95932 El Cerrito, Ca 94530 Goleta, CA. 93117 Lompoc, Ca 93436 Montebello, Ca 90640 

 

Arvin 
 

Compton 
 

Escondido 
 

Grass Valley 
 

Los Banos 
 

Napa 

317 Campus Dr 2111 South Santa Fe Ave. 725 E. Escondido Blvd. 11890 Sutton Way 814 West L. St. 2550 Napa Valley Corporate 

Arvin, Ca 93203 Compton, Ca. 90221 Escondido, Ca. 92025 Grass Valley, Ca 95945 Los Banos, Ca 93635 Napa, Ca 94558 

 

Bakersfield 
 

Concord 
 

Escondido - CDL 
 

Hemet 
 

Los Gatos 
 

Norco 

3120 F Street 2070 Diamond Blvd. 2869 Progress Place 1200 S. State St. 600 N. Santa Cruz 3201 Horseless Carriage 

Bakersfield, Ca 93301 Concord, Ca 94520 Escondido, Ca 92029 Hemet, CA. 92543 Los Gatos, Ca 95030 Norco, CA. 91760 

 

Bakersfield Southwest 
 

Corte Madera 
 

Eureka 
 

Hollister 
 

Lake Isabella 
 

Needles 

7000 Schirra Ct. 75 Tamal Vista Blvd. 322 W. 15th St. 80 N. Sally St. 5520 Lake Isabella #G-1 1040 E. Broadway Street 

Bakersfield, Ca 93313 Corte Madera, Ca 94925 Eureka, Ca 95501 Hollister, Ca 95023 Lake Isabella, Ca 93240 Needles, Ca 92363 

 

Banning 
 

Costa Mesa 
 

El Centro 
 

Hollywood - West (Formosa) 
 

Lakeport 
 

Newhall 

1034 W. Ramsey St. #B 650 W. 19th St. 233 N. Imperial Avenue 936 N. Formosa Avenue 965 Parallel Dr. 24427 Newhall Avenue 

Banning, CA. 92220 Costa Mesa, CA. 92627 El Centro, Ca 92243 West Hollywood, Ca 90046 Lakeport, Ca 95453 Newhall, CA 91321 

 

Bell Gardens 
 

Crescent City 
 

FairField 
 

Hayward 
 

Laguna Hills 
 

Novato 

6801 South Garfield 1475 Parkway Drive 160 Serrano Drive 150 Jackson Street 23535 Moulton Parkway 936 7th St. #A 

Bell Gardens, Ca. 90201 Crescent City, Ca 95531 Fairfield, Ca 94533 Hayward, Ca 94544 Laguna Hills, CA. 92627 Novato, Ca 94947 

 

Bellflower 
 

Culver City 
 

Fall River Mills 
 

Hanford 
 

Lancaster 
 

Oakland 

9520 East Artesia Blvd. 11400 Washington Blvd. 4346 State Highway 299E 701 W. Hanford Armona Rd 1110 W. Ave. I 5300 Claremont Ave. 

Bellflower, CA. 90706 Los Angeles, Ca.. 90066 Fall River Mills, Ca 96028 Hanford, Ca 93230 Lancaster, Ca 93534 Oakland, Ca 94618 

 

Bishop 
 

Daly City 
 

Folsom 
 

Hawthorne 
 

Lodi 
 

Oakland Coliseum 

473 South Main Street 1500 Sullivan Ave. 323 E. Bidwell #A 3700 W. El Segundo Blvd. 700 E. Pine St. 501 85th Ave. 

Bishop, Ca 93514 Daly City, Ca 94015 Folsom, Ca 95630 Hawthorne, CA. 90250 Lodi, Ca 95240 Oakland, Ca 94621 

 

Blythe 
 

Davis 
 

Fort Bragg 
 

Hollywood 
 

Lincoln Park 
 

Oceanside 

430 South Broadway 505 Pole Line Rd. 410 Franklin St. 803 N. Cole Ave. 3529 N. Mission Rd 4005 Plaza Dr. 

Blythe, CA. 92225 Davis, Ca 95616 Fort Bragg, Ca 95437 Hollywood, CA. 90038 Los Angeles, Ca 90031 Oceanside, CA. 92056 

 

Barstow 
 

Delano 
 

Fremont 
 

Hollister 
 

Long Beach 
 

Orland 

528 E. Virginia Way 631 Jefferson St. 4287 Central Ave. 80 N. Sally St. 3700 E. Willow Street 427 Mill St. 

Barstow, Ca 92311 Delano, Ca 93215 Fremont, Ca 94536 Hollister, Ca 95023 Long Beach, Ca 90815 Orland, Ca 95963 

 

Brawley 
 

El Cajon 
 

Fresno 
 

Hayward 
 

Los Angeles 
 

Oxnard 

1175 E. Main Street 1450 Graves Ave. 655 W. Olive Ave. 150 Jackson Street 3615 S. Hope Street 4050 S. Saviers Rd. 

Brawley, Ca 92227 El Cajon, CA. 92021 Fresno, Ca 93728 Hayward, Ca 94544 Los Angeles, Ca 90007 Oxnard, Ca 93033 

 

Capitola 
 

El Cerrito 
 

Fresno North 
 

Hanford 
 

Madera 
 

Oroville 

4200 Capitola Rd. 6400 Manila Ave. 6420 N. Blackstone Ave 701 W. Hanford Armona Rd 1206 W. Maple 775 Mitchell Avenue 

Capitola, Ca 95010 El Cerrito, Ca 94530 Fresno, Ca 93710 Hanford, Ca 93230 Madera, Ca 93637 Oroville, Ca 95965 

 

Carmichael 
 

Escondido 
 

Fullerton 
 

Hawthorne 
 

Manteca 
 

Palmdale 

5209 North Avenue 725 E. Escondido Blvd. 909 W. Valencia Dr. 3700 W. El Segundo Blvd. 955 Davis St. 2260-D E. Palmdale Blvd 

Carmichael, Ca 95608 Escondido, Ca. 92025 Fullerton, CA. 92632 Hawthorne, CA. 90250 Manteca, Ca 95337 Palmdale, Ca 93550 

 

Chico 
 

Escondido - CDL 
 

Fontana 
 

Indio 
 

Mariposa 
 

Palm Springs 

500 Cohasset Rd. #31 2869 Progress Place 16499 Merrill Avenue 44480 Jackson St. 5264 Hwy 49-North 950 N. Farell Dr. 

Chico, Ca 95926 Escondido, Ca 92029 Fontana, Ca 92335 Indio, CA. 92201 Mariposa, Ca 95338 Palm Springs, CA. 92262 

 

Chula Vista 
 

Eureka 
 

Garberville 
 

Inglewood 
 

Merced 
 

Paradise 

30 N. Glover Ave. 322 W. 15th St. 1180 Evergreen Rd, Ste. A 621 N. La Brea Avenue 1313 W. 12th St. 5921 Clark Rd, Ste. A 

Chula Vista, Ca. 91910 Eureka, Ca 95501 Redway, Ca 95560 Inglewood, Ca 90302 Merced, Ca 95340 Paradise, Ca 95969 
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Paso Robles 

841 Park St. 

Reedley 

558 E. Dinuba Ave. 

Salinas 

260 E. Laurel Dr. 

Santa Maria 

523 S. McClelland St. 

Victorville 

14855 Corta Drive 

Paso Robles, Ca 93446 Reedley, Ca 93654 Salinas, Ca 93906 Santa Maria, Ca 93454 Victorville, Ca 92395 

 

Petaluma 
 

Ridgecrest 
 

San Andreas 
 

Santa Rosa 
 

Walnut Creek 

715-J South Point Blvd 540 Perdew Ave. 745 Mountain Ranch Rd. 2570 Corby Ave. 1910 N. Broadway 

Petaluma, Ca 94954 Ridgecrest, Ca 93555 San Andreas, Ca 95249 Santa Rosa, Ca 95407 Walnut Creek, Ca 94596 

 

Pittsburg 
 

Riverside East 
 

San Diego 
 

Santa Paula 
 

Watsonville 

1399 Buchanan Rd. 6425 Sycamore Canyon Rd 3960 Normal St. 250 W. Harvard Blvd. #A 90 Alta Vista Ave. 

Pittsburg, Ca 94565 Riverside, Ca  92507 San Diego, CA. 92103 Santa Paula, CA. 93060 Watsonville, Ca 95076 

 

Placerville 
 

Riverside 
 

San Francisco 
 

Santa Teresa 
 

Weaverville 

2919 Cold Springs Rd. 6280 Brockton Ave. 1377 Fell St. 180 Martinvale Lane 1261 Main St. 

Placerville, Ca 95667 Riverside, CA. 92506 San Francisco, Ca 94117 San Jose, Ca 95119 Weaverville, Ca 96093 

 

Pleasanton 
 

Torrance 
 

San Jose 
 

Seaside 
 

Westminster 

6300 W. Las Positas Blvd 1785 W. 220th Street 111 W. Alma Ave. 1180 Canyon Del Ray Rd 13700 Hoover St. 

Pleasanton, Ca 94588 Torrance, Ca 90501 San Jose, Ca 95110 Seaside, Ca 93955 Westminster, CA. 92683 

 

Porterville 
 

Twentynine Palms 
 

San Bernardino 
 

Shafter 
 

Willows 

329 E. Olive Ave. 3668 Adobe Road G-J 1310 N. Waterman Avenue 548 Walker St. 815 N. Humbodlt Ave. 

Porterville, Ca 93257 Twentynine, Ca 92277 San Bernardino, Ca 92404 Shafter, Ca 93263 Willows, Ca 95988 

 

Poway 
 

Taft 
 

San Bernardino - CDL 
 

Simi Valley 
 

Woodland 

13461 Community Road 165 Center St. 110 W. Central Avenue 3855 D-Alamo St. 825 East St. #306 

Poway, Ca. 92064 Taft, Ca 93268 San Bernardino, Ca 92408 Simi Valley, Ca 93063 Woodland, Ca 95695 

 

Pasadena 
 

Temecula 
 

San Diego - Clairemont 
 

Sonora 
 

Whitter 

49 S. Rosemead Blvd 27851 Diaz Rd. 4375 Derrick Drive 885 Morningstar Dr. 9338 S. Painter Avenue 

Pasadena, Ca 91107 Temecula, Ca. 92590 San Diego, Ca 92117 Sonora, Ca 95370 Whitter, Ca 90605 

 

Pomona 

1600 S. Garey Avenue 

Pomona, Ca 95971 

 

Thousand Oaks 

1810 E. Avenida de los Arboles 

Thousand Oaks, Ca. 91362 

 

San Pedro 

1511 N. Gaffey Street 

San Pedro, Ca 90731 

 

South Lake Tahoe 

3344 B Lake Tahoe Blvd 

South Lake Tahoe, Ca 96150 

 
Woodland 

825 East St. #306 

Woodland, Ca 95695 

 
Rancho Cucamonga 

8678 Archibald Avenue 

Rancho Cucamonga, Ca 91730 

 

Tracy 

2785 Auto Plaza Dr. 

Tracy, Ca 95304 

 

Santa Monica 

2235 Colorado Avenue 

Santa Monica, Ca 90404 

 

Stockton 

710 N. American St. 

Stockton, Ca 95202 

 

Yreka 

1689 S. Main St. 

Yreka, Ca 96097 

 
Rancho San Diego - CDL / ISC 

1901 Jamacha Road 

El Cajon, Ca 92019 

 

Truckee 

11357 Donner Pass Rd #1 

Truckee, Ca 96162 

 

San Luis Obispo 

3190 S. Higuera St. 

San Luis Obispo, Ca 93401 

 

Susanville 

2615 Main St. 

Susanville, Ca 96130 

 

Yuba City 

1570 Poole Blvd. 

Yuba City, Ca 95993 

 

Rocklin 
 

Tulare 
 

San Mateo 
 

Ukiah  

5245 S. Grove 274 E. Cross Ave. 425 N. Amphlett Blvd. 542 S. Orchard Ave.  
Rocklin, Ca 95677 Tulare, Ca 93274 San Mateo, Ca 94401 Ukiah, Ca 9548  

 

Roseville 
 

Tulelake 
 

San Ysidro 
 

Vacaville 
 

222 Harding Blvd 399 Main Street 3702 Del Sol Blvd. 621 Orange Drive  
Roseville, Ca 95678 Tulelake, Ca 96134 San Diego, Ca. 92154 Vacaville, Ca 95687  

 

Red Bluff 
 

Sacramento South 
 

Santa Ana 
 

Vallejo 
 

675 Monroe St. 7775 La Mancha Way 1330 E. First St. 200 Couch St.  
Red Bluff, Ca 96080 Sacramento, Ca 95823 Santa Ana, CA. 92701 Vallejo, Ca 94590  

 

Redding 
 

Sacramento West 
 

Santa Barbara 
 

Ventura 
 

2135 Civic Center Dr. 2528 Evergreen Ave. 535 Castillo St. 4260 Market St.  
Redding, Ca 96001 Sacramento, Ca 95691 Santa Barbara, Ca. 93101 Ventura, Ca. 93003  

 

Redlands 
 

Turlock 
 

Santa Clara 
 

Visalia 
 

1659 W. Lugonia Avenue 825 E. Monte Vista Ave. 3665 Flora Vista 1711 East Main St.  
Redlands, Ca 92374 Turlock, Ca 95382 Santa Clara, Ca 95051 Visalia, Ca 93292  

 

Redwood City 
 

Sacramento 
 

San Clemente 
 

Van Nuys 
 

300 Brewster Ave. 4700 Broadway 2727 Via Cascadita 14920 Vanowen St  
Redwood City, Ca 94063 Sacramento, Ca 95820 San Clemente, CA. 92672 Van Nuys, Ca 91405  
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